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and dlsplayed them on ftreet stalls |n the C|ty.s flrst literary
marketrﬁace Eive hundred years on, streets staIIs have turned into
more than 7,000 exh|b|t|on stands; and booksellers and writers
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froma hungred countriesiarrive tg:paomote therawares to'fnearly.
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(Clockwise from top) Hugendubel is one of Germany’s largest book retailers; a monument for German literary icon Johann Wolfgang von Goethe in
Goetheplatz in the Frankfurt city center; the Gutenberg-Museum Mainz; the museum’s atelier, where traditional typesetting is presented.
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From October 6 to 10, the annual Frankfurt Book Fair will de-
scend on Germany'’s second-largest metropolitan area with

what is now known as the most important yearly event for the inter-

national book trade: a place to network, swap information and keep

abreast of publishing trends and technology. The country nominated

as Guest of Honor — this year, Argentina — has a unique chance

to highlight its literary culture and heritage. (Korea was guest of
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honor in 2005, taking the chance to note that Koreans were using
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moveable-type printing long before Johannes Gutenberg.) Most of
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all, there is no better place to do a publishing deal, as a swarm of
publishers, book agents, translators, multimedia buyers and film pro-

ducers hunt for the latest in literature.

The first book market was probably held in Frankfurt not long after
Johannes Gutenberg invented his printing press in the 15th century.
It was the largest in Germany until it was overtaken by the Leipzig
Book Fair in 1632, but regained its preeminent title when Leipzig
became a part of East Germany when the country was divided.

The modern book fair was re-launched in Frankfurt in 1949 after
the Second World War, when 205 exhibitors got together in the his-
toric Paulskirche, one of Germany’s most symbolic buildings. The
Paulskirche still hosts the fair’s most significant event, the ceremony
for the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade. Since 1950, prize

money donated by publishers is awarded to a writer or publisher
committed to international understanding. Previous winners include
internationally renowned writers Orhan Pamuk, Susan Sontag,
Chinua Achebe and Vaclav Havel. The ceremony is broadcast on na-
tional television and traditionally attended by the German president
and leading cultural figures.

City of Literature wnile the Frankiurt Book Fair is as big as
it gets in publishing, it is far from the city’s only literary distinction.

In 1749, the birth of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe in a middle-class
house on the GroBer Hirschgraben, in what is now the old town,
would give Frankfurt another enduring claim to literary fame. Goethe
grew up here until his departure to study law; incidentally in
: Leipzig, where no doubt that other book



However, Goethe returned for several periods to what is now
called Goethe House where, in the writing room on the third floor,
literary pilgrims can admire the very desk where Goethe worked.
Also on show is the puppet theater which Goethe recalled as one of
his most treasured childhood possessions, and which featured in his
novel Wilhelm Meister’s Theatrical Mission.

Not all of Frankfurt’s literary heritage is quite so lofty. A much-loved
children’s character in Germany, Struwwelpeter or Slovenly Peter,
was the creation of a Frankfurt doctor in 1844 in a book of short
stories about the consequences of misbehavior. The German
children’s classic was notably translated into English by American
author Mark Twain and is celebrated with its own museum.

The Main River that flows through the city leads booklovers to
more discoveries. On the riverbank lies Gerberm(ihle, once the
summer residence of a Frankfurt banker, now restored as a country
hotel. Goethe stayed here for a month in 1815 while in his late 60s,

where he fell in love with a young woman named Marianne von
Willemer and immortalized her in poetry. Now you can sit under the
chestnut trees and take in city views as swans paddle along the river.

© Frankfurter Buchmesse

© Frankflirter Buch

Meander upriver and the city soon gives way to farmlands and

crooked medieval villages before the Main joins the mighty Rhine
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Mainz, whose biggest attraction is the Gutenberg-Museum Mainz,
devoted to native son Johannes Gutenberg. In the 1450s, Gutenberg
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(Clockwise from top) The Messe Frankfurt’s Messegelénde, where the annual book fair is held; antique books on display; Paulskirche, where the
fair's Peace Prize is awarded; a floating restaurant on the Main River and the Frankfurt skyline. Reading at the German National Library (far right).
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City Symbolism at Paulskirche
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Paulskirche (or St Paul’s Church) is one of Germany’s most significant buildings
and hosts the Book Fair’s premier event, the presentation of the Peace Prize.
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Started in 1789 as a place of
Protestant worship and
completed in 1833, Paulskirche
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German parliament from 1848
to 1849, when it met here to
formulate a constitution for a
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democracy and unity. The
building was reopened exactly
100 years after the Frankfurt
Parliament and remains iconic
in German politics; former US
President John F Kennedy
chose it as the venue for a
major speech during his visit to
the city in 1963. The recon-
structed building is substantially
different from the original
Paulskirche. The most notable
feature of the oval-shaped
interior is a huge circular mural
showing a symbolic procession
of the common people as
representatives of Germany.
Upstairs, a chamber is lined
with the flags of Frankfurt, the
16 German states and that of
Germany. Today, Paulskirche is
used for various exhibitions,
ceremonies and events,
including the Peace Prize of the
German Book Trade, awarded
annually at the time of the
Frankfurt Book Fair.
Paulskirche is located at
Paulsplatz 11 and opens daily
from 10am-5pm.
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Bookworm'’s Delight
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Want to learn German, buy novels in Spanish or snap up the latest English-language
blockbusters? Look no further than Frankfurt’s best bookstore.
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materials for those wishing to
learn the local language,
Hugendubel has solid Italian,
Spanish and French sections
and a huge range of books in
English, including many of the
latest releases.

Since European publishers
often release books straight to
paperback, those coming from
the United States will be
delighted to find cheaper,
paperback versions of books
still only available in hardback
athome. Occasionally, you'll
even find a book that hasn’t yet
been released in the United
States, usually an American
imprint specifically for export, or
a British publisher’s imprint of a
forthcoming American title.
Generally helpful and
knowledgeable staff may also
be able to assist with out-of-
print books, as Hugendubel has
a secondhand department.
Hugendubel (www.hugen
dubel.de) is at Steinweg 12 and
opens Monday to Saturday
from 9:30am-8pm.
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Home of the Printing Press
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Travel 40km to the town of Mainz and you’ll find a delightful old town and excellent
museum celebrating the history of one of the world’s greatest inventions.
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Frankfurt may have Goethe,
but neighboring Mainz claims
an equally significant German:
Johannes Gutenberg (1398-
1468), the creator of the
European moveable-type
printing press that
revolutionized publishing. The
Gutenberg-Museum Mainz,
founded in 1900, celebrates
the life of the man but, more
importantly, the significance of
his invention. A highlight is a
demonstration by museum
staff of type founding,
typesetting and printing on a
re-created Gutenberg press;
the unexpected quality of the
printed page often leaves
audiences gasping. Other

exhibits are devoted to the
history of printing and printing
equipment. Gutenberg printed
180 copies of the Bible during
the 1450s, of which only 49
remain. The museum is the
proud owner of two copies of
the Gutenberg Bible, which are
worth millions of dollars and
displayed under bulletproof
glass. The pages of printed text
are beautifully illuminated with
multicolored figures of saints,
animals and flowers, added by
hand subsequent to printing.
The museum displays other
examples of writing from as
early as the ancient Babylon-
ians and Egyptians, as well as
printed materials from different
cultures through the ages,
including printed matter from
China, Korea and Japan that
predates anything in Europe.
Housed in a restored Renai-
ssance building, the museum
(www.gutenberg-museum.de)
at Liebfrauenplatz 5 is open
Tuesday to Saturday 9am-5pm
and Sunday 11am-3pm.
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A Goethe L|terary Pilgrimage
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The birthplace of Germany’s most famous writer and a giant of European literature,
Goethe House is one of Frankfurt’s premier attractions for booklovers.
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Wolfgang von Goethe (1749—
1832), who lived here until he
left to study law at age 16, but
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to pen some of his most famous
works, including The Sorrows of
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Frankfurt, was destroyed during
the Second World War, but
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father used to stand at the

his son return along the street
below, though it was not in the
library but the writing room on
the floor above where Goethe
wrote. An adjacent exhibition
room displays documents and
manuscripts relating to these
early works and Goethe’s
Frankfurt years.

Goethe apart, the house is
worth visiting for the fascinating
insight it gives into middle-class
life in 18th-century Frankfurt,
with rooms decorated and
furnished in the various styles of
the time, from neoclassical to
baroque and later rococo.
Among the treasuresis arare
astronomical clock created
around 1749.

Goethe House (www.
goethehaus-frankfurt.de) is at
GroBer Hirschgraben 23-25
and opens Monday to Saturday
10am-6pm and Sunday 10am-
5:30pm. English tours can be
arranged in advance. Note that
the adjacent Goethe Museum is
closed until year’s end for
refurbishment.
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Korean Air flies Incheon — Frankfurt daily.

e3Pt HoYan=E
ZR|IZ g www.frankfurt—airport.
T2 CAOfA

Q
o
3
o
|

2= QlCt S 2 (www.deutsche

T0{SHH RMV 0|E0| R=LF.
TAE FHOME =L REE2
0|E3t= ME AL 2SICE

o3 AuIx| ngignacL
X

234
S >
iz
o o
=1

M
59

>

[l
x
ra

=
0%
rro mr

Al
=0l XI5 2E-4ol
-

7|2t iiE 5Y nymgee

b

AEl(www.moevenpick—hotels.

com)7t 2&E0|ct 2cie g2

S (www.radissonblu.com), E&

matg =& SE(www.hiton.com)
Mgt otsich S oflef

Bxjeh mySRze

oin
H1
I
o
o

o
>
=)
[m
AN}
§

H o
il
2

(www. frankfurt—tourismus.
HA S of| kgt 4= Ut

0!
0:

(o}

o
o
ol

e)

02010 =3 F2E T AH
= MF(www. frankfurt—book—
fair.com)2 102 6 7Ht5H
1077EX| BAZICE, =30t
LS AX[5HoF 5tH, STt
AR AR0| SRIE AR F&
2

QU5j0| THs3lT, Uit B

30E71X|, Q2 @7 9A |2 E

o HEV|E| ZA T2 E= |
EAEH 28 2IAE0| BI|2
FHESICEL 2S0ME OtHIES
AA(www.affentor—schaenke.
com)= 5 ME SAIE 15t
SAIFOICEL sl{et 2917 IE
MSSotH A5 (www.cocoon

club.net)S FHeiCt AE=eQ!

o
S

0l2k= sAE 221 0|
f0il M= SR QX7 ot
THOfl STIAID] HOFM AMALE

o
>
i

B

oo
ECRia
\J
25
; &
B 5o
= Tl
=
= o
5
u

I
4>
30
rr
»
H']
0
[l
bl
=
Q'E
Ho
2

e GETTING THERE
Frankfurt International Airport
(www.frankfurt-airport.com) is
12km southwest of the city.
From the airport, S-Bahn fast
trains (www.rmv.de) run
frequently to the Frankfurt main
station; there are also shuttle
bus services. German railways
(www.deutschebahn.com)
offers a special book fair deal
from any German railway
station within 350km of
Frankfurt. The Book Fair is held
at the Messe Frankfurt’s
Messegelande in Ludwig-
Erhard-Anlage. Those who
purchase tickets get free use of
public transport in the Rhine-
Main area, which includes
Frankfurt and the exhibition
site. There is also a free shuttle
bus around the grounds.

® WHEN TO GO The 2010
Frankfurt Book Fair
(www.frankfurt-book-fair.com)
officially opens on October 5
(by invitation only) and runs
from October 6 to 10.
Accredited trade visitors have
daily access. The public can
visit on Saturday from 9am to
6:30pm and Sunday 9am to
5:30pm. Tickets cost 14 euros
(US$19) for the day or 20
euros (US$27) forthe weekend.

e WHERE TO STAY
Frankfurt has plenty of
accommodations, but visitors
should book well in advance
during the Book Fair.
Mévenpick Hotel Frankfurt City
is adjacent to the exhibition site
(www.moevenpick-hotels.
com). Other hotels include
Radisson Blu Hotel
(www.radissonblu.com) and
Hilton Frankfurt Hotel
(www.hilton.com). A further
4,000 beds in private rentals,
from single rooms to
apartments, can be booked
through Tourismus + Congress
Frankfurt (www.frankfurt-
tourismus.de).

© WHERE TO EAT Frankfurt
restaurants have an excellent
reputation. Among them,
Affentor-Schéanke (www.
affentor-schaenke.com)
serves traditional German
cuisine including apple wine.
Some rhapsodize over French-
influenced German classics at
Gargantua (www.gargantua.
de) in downtown. For more
information, visit: www.
germany.travel.
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More travel information is available
from @ HANJIN TRAVEL
www.kaltour.com
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